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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a system and 
method for accessing data files in a computer network. 
[0002] In recent years, there has been explosive 
growth in the Internet, and in particular of the Worldwide 
web (WWW), which is one of the facilities provided via 
the Internet. The WWW comprises many pages or files 
of information, distributed across many different serv- 
ers. Each page is identified by an individual address or 
"Universal Resource Locator (URL)\ Each URL de- 
notes both a server machine, and a particular file or 
page on that machine. There may be many pages or 
URLs resident on a single server. 
[0003] Typically, to utilise the WWW, a user runs a 
computer program called a Web browser on a client 
computer system such as a personal computer. Exam- 
ples of widely available web browsers include the "We- 
bExplorer" web browser provided by International Busi- 
ness Machines Corporation in the OS/2 Operating Sys- 
tem software, or the "Navigator" Web browser available 
from Netscape Communications Corporation. The user 
interacts with the Web browser to select a particular 
URL. The interaction causes the browser to send a re- 
quest for the page or file identified in selected URL to 
the server identified in the selected URL. Typically, the 
server responds to the request by retrieving the request- 
ed page, and transmitting the data for that page back to 
the requesting client. The client server interaction is usu- 
ally performed in accordance with a protocol called the 
hypertext transfer protocol ("http"). The page received 
by the client is then displayed to the user on a display 
screen of the client. The client may also cause the server 
to launch an application, for example to search for 
WWW pages relating to particular topics. 
[0004] WWW pages are typically formatted in accord- 
ance with a computer programming language known as 
hypertext mark-up language ("html"). Thus a typically 
WWW page includes text together with embedded for- 
matting commands, referred to as tags, that can be em- 
ployed to control for example font style, font size, lay- 
out etc. The web browser parses the HTML script in or- 
der to display the text in accordance with the specified 
format. In addition, an html page also contain a refer- 
ence, in terms of another URL, to a portion of multimedia 
data such as an image, video segment, or audio file. The 
Web Browser responds to such a reference by retrieving 
and displaying or playing the multimedia data. Alterna- 
tively, the multimedia data may reside on its own WWW 
page, without surrounding html text. 
[0005] Most WWW pages also contain one or more 
references to other WWW pages, which need not reside 
on the same server as the original page. Such referenc- 
es may be activated by the user selecting particular lo- 
cations on the screen, typically by clicking a mouse con- 
trol button. These references or locations are known as 
hyperlinks, and are typically flagged by the Web browser 
in a particular manner. For example, any text associated 
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with a hyperlink may be displayed in a different colour. 
If a user selects the hypertinked text, then the refer- 
enced page is retrieved and replaces the currently dis- 
played page. 

5 [0006] Further information about html and the WWW 
can be found in "World Wide Web and HTML" by Doug- 
las McArthur, p18-26 in Dr Dobbs Journal, December 
1994, and in "The HTML SourceBook" by Ian Graham, 
John Wiley, New York, 1995. 

10 [0007] Conventionally, to access WWW pages via the 
Internet, a user has needed access to relatively special- 
ised and expensive hardware such a personal computer 
fitted with a modem communications link and a WWW 
browser software package. More recently, there have 

*5 become available a variety of so-called "set-top boxes"; 
each for linking a domestic television receiver to the 
WWW. Examples of such step top boxes includes the 
Internet TV Terminal available from Phillips/Magnavox 
and the WebTV Internet Terminal available from Sony 

20 Corporation. A set-top box typically includes a modem 
communication link connectable to the WWW via a sub- 
scriber telephone line and a video output connectable 
to a domestic television receiver for displaying WWW 
pages down-loaded from the WWW via the modem link. 

25 it would be desirable to enable users to access the In- 
ternet access with no, or at most the bare minimum of, 
additional specialist hardware. 

[0008] European patent application EP-A-0723369 
discloses a system which allows users to access via a 

30 telephone and a tv, information from a computer network 
as teletext pages, but not how this would be achieved. 
[0009] In accordance with the present invention, there 
is now provided a system for accessing data files in a 
computer network, the system comprising: means for 

35 receiving a call from a telephone; means for allocating 
a teletext page in a television signal in response to the 
call; means for writing data to the allocated teletext 
page; characterised by means for generating a menu of 
data files available via the computer network, each data 

40 file having a different identifier specified in the menu; 
means for writing the menu to the allocated teletext 
page; means for receiving the identifier corresponding 
to a selected data file from the telephone; means for re- 
trieving the selected data file from the computer net- 

45 work; and, means for writing data from the selected data 
file to the allocated teletext page. 
[0010] This advantageously enables a user to select 
and view data files available via a computer network 
such as the Internet via a domestic television receiver 

50 capable of receiving teletext and a domestic telephone 
hand-set. 

[0011] The system preferably comprises means for 
sending a message identifying the allocated teletext 
page to the telephone. 
55 [0012] The system preferably comprises means for 
releasing the allocated teletext page for re-allocation in 
response to termination of the telephone call. 
[0013] In preferred embodiments of the present in- 
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vention, there is provided means for generating succes- 
sive menus of data files in response to successive se- 
lections received via the telephone. 
[0014] In particularly preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, each data file comprises a World 
Wide Web page. 

[001 5] In some embodiments of the present invention 
the call receiving means and the identifier receiving 
means may be responsive to a tone dialling signal. In 
other embodiments of the present invention however, 
the call receiving means and the identifier receiving 
means each comprise a voice recognition sub-system. 
[0016] In particularly preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, there is provided means for detecting 
if a teletext page is available for allocation to an incom- 
ing call and, in the event that no teletext pages are avail- 
able for allocation, for returning the incoming call when 
a teletext page is released for re-allocation. 
[001 7] Examples of the present invention may also in- 
clude means for sending a facsimile message contain- 
ing data from the selected data file. 
[001 8] Viewing the present invention from another as- 
pect there is provided a method for accessing data files 
in a computer network, the method comprising: receiv- 
ing a call from a telephone; allocating a teletext page in 
a broadcast television signal in response to the call; 
sending a message identifying the allocating teletext 
page to the telephone; generating a menu of data files 
available via the computer network, each data file hav- 
ing a different identifier specified in the menu; writing the 
menu to the allocated teletext page; receiving the iden- 
tifier corresponding to a selected data file from the tel- 
ephone; retrieving the selected data file from the com- 
puter network; and, writing data from the selected data 
file to the allocated teletext page. 
[0019] viewing the present invention from yet another 
aspect, there is provided a server computer system for 
accessing data files in a computer network, the system 
comprising: a call handler for receiving a call from a tel- 
ephone, for allocating a teletext page in a broadcast tel- 
evision signal in response to the call, for sending a mes- 
sage identifying the allocating teletext page to the tele- 
phone; a browser connected to the call handler for gen- 
erating a menu of data files available via the computer 
network, each data file having a different identifier spec- 
ified in the menu; means for writing the menu to the al- 
located teletext page; the call handler being adapted to 
receive the identifier corresponding to a selected data 
file from the telephone; the browser being adapted to 
retrieve the selected data file from the network; and a 
page converter connected to the browser for writing data 
from the selected data file to the allocated teletext page. 
[0020] Preferred embodiments of the present inven- 
tion will now be described by way of example only with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of a data communica- 
tions network; 



Figure 2 is a block diagram of a server computer of 
the data communications network; 

Figure 3 is a block diagram of a teletext server of 
5 the data communications network; and, 

Figure 4 is another block diagram of the teletext 
server presented in the form of a flow chart. 

10 [0021] Referring first to Figure 1, a data communica- 
tion network embodying the present invention compris- 
es the Internet 100. A plurality of WWW server computer 
systems 110-130 are connected to Internet 100. Also 
connected to Internet 100 is a teletext server 100. Tele- 
is text server 140 is configured to receive an input from a 
subscriber telephone 170 with tone dialling capability. 
Teletext server 140 also provides a teletext output to a 
broadcast television receiver 1 50 capable of receiving 
teletext pages. Television receiver 1 50 can be instructed 
20 by user 180 to access different teletext pages via a re- 
mote control device 1 60. 

[0022] Referring now to Figure 2, each WWW server 
110-130 includes a keyboard 200 attached to a system 
unit 210 including a main CPU 220, system RAM 230, 

25 system ROM 240, and mass storage capability 250, typ- 
ically in the form of multiple magnetic disk drives consti- 
tuted in a RAID (redundant array of independent disks) 
arrangement. Each WWW server 110-130 has stored in 
its mass storage 250 at least one WWW page. Each 

30 WWW server 110-130 also includes a display 260 ena- 
bling direct interaction between the WWW server 
110-130 and an administrator. Each WWW server 
110-130 may also include other storage devices such 
as diskette drives and CD ROM drives. In some embod- 

35 iments of the present invention , the display 260 and key- 
board 200 of each WWW server 110-130 provided via 
an intermediate personal computer. 
[0023] Referring now to Figure 3, teletext server 140 
comprises a telephone call handler 300, a web browser 

40 31 0, and a WWW page converter 320 all interconnected 
to each other. In some embodiments of the present in- 
vention, telephone handler 300, web browser 310, and 
WWW page converter 320 may be integrated into a sin- 
gle server computer system on the kind hereinbefore 

45 described with reference to Figure 2. However, in other 
embodiments of the present invention, teletext server 
140 may comprise separate computer systems for im- 
plementing each of call handler 300, web browser 310, 
and page converter 320. Call handler receives incoming 

50 telephones calls made to one or more pre-assigned tel- 
ephone numbers. The pre-assigned telephone numbers 
may, for example, be premium rate telephone numbers. 
Web browser 31 0 is connected to the Internet for ac- 
cessing www pages. WWW page converter 320 is con- 

55 nected to a teletext input of a broadcast television signal 
generator (not shown). 

[0024] Referring now to Figure 4, to display informa- 
tion from a WWW page on television receiver 150, user 
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180 places a telephone call from tone phone 170 to a 
telephone number associated with call handler 300 of 
teletext server 140 as signified by input block 400. At 
block 410, call handler 300 responds to the incoming 
call by allocating a currently unused teletext page to the 5 
user. Call handler 300 automatically generates an audio 
message for indicating the number of the allocated tele- 
text page to the user. 

[0025] Web browser 310 provides an initial subject 
menu to page converter 320. At block 420, page con- 10 
vertor 320 inserts the initial subject menu into the allo- 
cated teletext page. The teletext page including the 
menu is inserted in the broadcast television signal. The 
teletext page is recovered from broadcast television sig- 
nal at television receiver 150, and the subject menu is 15 
displayed on the screen of television receiver 150. User 
180 accesses the allocated teletext page and hence the 
subject menu by keying the number supplied via tele- 
phone 170 on remote control device 160. Television re- 
ceiver displays the allocated teletext page in response 20 
to the corresponding output of remote control device 
160. Each item on the subject menu corresponds to a 
different number. 

[0026] User 180 selects, at block 430, a particular 
item from the subject menu by keying the corresponding 25 
number into telephone 1 70. Call handler 300 detects the 
number keyed into telephone 170 and passes it to web 
browser 310. At block 450, a search engine of web 
browser 31 0 scans internet 1 00 for WWW pages corre- 
sponding to the subject selected by the user. Web 30 
browser 31 0 then generates a WWW menu of WWW 
pages identified by the search engine. Each WWW page 
listed in the WWW menu is accompanied by a brief de- 
scription of the content thereof, and each WWW page 
listed in the WWW menu is, once again associated with 35 
a different number. Web browser 310 compiles a look 
up table mapping each number to the URL of the corre- 
sponding WWW page. The WWW menu is passed by 
web browser 310 to page converter 320 for inclusion in 
the teletext page allocated to user 1 80. 40 
[0027] If user 180 fails to make a selection from the 
initial menu during a predetermined time out period 
monitored at block 440 then, at block 460, the telephone 
call connection between telephone 1 70 and call handler 
300 is terminated by call handler 300. At block 520, call 45 
handler 300 releases the allocated teletext page for re- 
allocation to a new user. If however selection from the 
initial menu is made as hereinbefore described, user 
180 is presented with the WWW menu on the screen of 
television receiver 150. At block 470, user selects a so 
WWW page of interest from WWW menu by keying the 
corresponding number into telephone 170. Call handler 
300 detects the entered number and sends it to web 
browser 310. Web browser 310 then retrieves the URL 
corresponding to the entered number from the look up 55 
table and the WWW page corresponding to the URL 
from Internet 100. The retrieved WWW page is sent by 
web browser 310 to page converter 320. At block 490, 



page converter 320 converts the WWW page supplied 
by web browser to a form suitable for inclusion in the 
allocated teletext page and updates the allocated tele- 
text page to include the converted WWW page for pres- 
entation to user 1 80 on the screen of television receiver 
150. 

[0028] If user 1 80 fails to select a WWW page within 
a predetermined time out period then, at block 480, user 
180 is returned to the initial menu for subject selection 
at block 430. 

[0029] Each hypertext link contained in the retrieved 
WWW page, if any, is converted by page converter 320 
into a number for inclusion in the allocated teletext page. 
Page converter 320 instructs web browser to update the 
look-up table to include the number corresponding to 
each hypertext link. At block 500, user 180 can select 
the hypertext link by keying the corresponding number 
displayed on the allocated teletext page into telephone 
170. The number thus entered is detected by call han- 
dler 300 and sent to web browser 310. In turn, web 
browser 310 retrieves the URL corresponding to the en- 
tered number from the look-up table and retrieves the 
corresponding linked WWW page from Internet 100. 
The linked WWW page retrieved by web browser 31 0 is 
converted to teletext format by page converter 320 and 
included in the allocated teletext page for display to user 
180. 

[0030] At block 51 0 f user 1 80 can terminate the Inter- 
net session simply by terminating the call set up be- 
tween telephone 170 and call handler 300. As men- 
tioned earlier, on detection of termination of the call, at 
block 520 call handler releases the allocated teletext 
page for re-allocation to a new user. 
[0031] In the embodiment of the present invention 
hereinbefore described two tiers of menus are provided, 
with possible selections reverting to those of the initial 
menu in the event that no selection is made from the 
WWW menu within a predetermined time interval. It will 
however appreciated that, in other embodiments of the 
present invention, more than two tiers of menus may be 
provided with possible selections reverting to those of 
earlier menus in the event of no selection within a pre- 
determined period. Equally, in some embodiments of 
the present invention, only a single menu of available 
WWW pages may provided. 

[0032] In a modification of the embodiment of the 
present invention hereinbefore described, call handler 
300 may include a voice recognition sub-system for per- 
mitting WWW page selection by voice input from tele- 
phone 170. 

[0033] In another modification of the embodiment of 
the present invention hereinbefore described, call han- 
dler 300 may include a facsimile sub-system for provid- 
ing a user having access to a facsimile receiver with a 
printed output of a selected WWW page. 
[0034] In yet another modification of the embodiment 
of the present invention hereinbefore described, call 
handler 300 may include a "call-back on busy" sub-sys- 
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tern for returning a call to telephone 170 when a teletext 
page is free for allocation in the event of an initial call 
from telephone 170 being made at a time when all tele- 
text pages available to server 140 are already allocated 
to other users. 

[0035] In particularly preferred embodiments of the 
present invention, at least one of the teletext pages 
available to server 130 is reserved by call handler 300 
for providing on-screen help to user 1 80. 
[0036J In summary then, a preferred embodiment of 
the present invention has been hereinbefore described 
in which there is provided a system for accessing data 
files in. a computer network. The system comprises 
means for receiving a call from a telephone, means for 
allocating a teletext page in a television signal in re- 
sponse to the call, and means for writing data from one 
or more of the data files to the allocated teletext page. 

Claims 

1 . A system for accessing data files in a computer net- 
work, the system comprising: means (300) for re- 
ceiving a call from a telephone (170); means (300) 
for allocating a teletext page in a television signal 
in response to the call; means (320) for writing data 
to the allocated teletext page; 

characterised by means (310) for generating 
a menu of data files available via the computer net- 
work (100), each data file having a different identi- 
fier specified in the menu; means (320) for writing 
the menu to the allocated teletext page; means 
(300) for receiving the identifier corresponding to a 
selected data file from the telephone (170); means 
(310) for retrieving the selected data file from the 
computer network (100); and, means (320) for writ- 
ing data from the selected data file to the allocated 
teletext page. 

2. A system as claimed in claim 1 , comprising means 
(300) for sending a message identifying the allocat- 
ed teletext page to the telephone. 

3. A system as claimed in claim 2, comprising means 
(310) for generating successive menus of data files 
in response to successive selections received via 
the telephone (170). 

4. A system as claimed in any preceding claim, com- 
prising means (300) for releasing the allocated tele- 
text page for re-allocation in response to termina- 
tion of the telephone call. 

5. A system as claimed in any preceding claim, where- 
in each data file comprises a World Wide Web page. 

6. A system as claimed in any preceding claim, where- 
in the call receiving means (300) and the identifier 



receiving means (300) are responsive to a tone di- 
alling signal. 

7. A system as claimed in any claim preceding claim 
5 6, wherein the call receiving means (300) and the 

identifier receiving means (300) each comprise a 
voice recognition sub-system. 

8. A system as claimed in any preceding claim, com- 
10 prising means (300) for detecting if a teletext page 

is available for allocation to an incoming call and, in 
the event that no teletext pages are available for al- 
location, for returning the incoming call when a tele- 
text page is released for re-allocation. 

15 

9. A system as claimed in any preceding claim, com- 
prising means (300) for sending a facsimile mes- 
sage containing data from the selected data file. 

20 1 0. A method for accessing data files in a computer net- 
work, the method comprising: receiving a call from 
a telephone; allocating a teletext page in a broad- 
cast television signal in response to the call; writing 
data to the allocated teletext page; 

25 characterised by generating a menu of data 

files available via the computer network, each data 
file having a different identifier specified in the 
menu; writing the menu to the allocated teletext 
page; receiving the identifier corresponding to a se- 

30 lected data file from the telephone; retrieving the se- 
lected data file from the computer network; and, 
writing data from the selected data file to the allo- 
cated teletext page. 

35 1 1 . A method as claimed in claim 1 1 , comprising send- 
ing a message identifying the allocating teletext 
page to the telephone. 

1 2. A server computer system ( 1 40) for accessing data 

40 files in a computer network (100), the system com- 
prising: a call handler (300) for receiving a call from 
a telephone (170) and for allocating a teletext page 
in a broadcast television signal in response to the 
call; a browser (310) for accessing one or more data 

<5 files from the network (1 00); a page converter (320) 
for writing data to the allocated teletext page; 

characterised in that the browser (310) is 
adapted to generate a menu of data files available 
via the computer network, each data file having a 

50 different identifier specified in the menu; the page 
converter (320) is adapted to write the menu to the 
allocated teletext page; the call handler (300) is 
adapted to receive the identifier corresponding to a 
selected data file from the telephone (170); the 

55 browser (310) is adapted to retrieve the selected 
data file from the network; and the page converter 
(320) is adapted to write data from the selected data 
file to the allocated teletext page. 
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13. A server as claimed in claim 14, wherein the call 
handler (300) is adapted to send a message iden- 
tifying the allocating teletext page to the telephone 
(170). 



Patentanspriiche 

1. System zum Zugreifen auf Datendateien in einem 
Rechnernetzwerk, wobei das System Folgendes to 
umfasst: 

ein Mittel (300) zum Empfangen eines Anrufs 
von einem Telefon (170); ein Mittel (300) zum 
Zuweisen einer Videotextseite in einem Fern- 15 
sehsignal als Reaktion auf den Anruf; ein Mittel 
(320) zum Schreiben von Daten in die zugewie- 
sene Videotextseite; 

gekennzeichnet durch ein Mittel (310)zum Erzeu- 20 
gen eines Menus von Goer das Rechnernetzwerk 
(100) zur Verfugung stehenden Datendateien, wo- 
bei jede Datendatei eine andere in dem MenO fest- 
gelegte Kennung hat; ein Mittel (320) zum Schrei- 
ben des Menus in die zugewiesene Videotextseite; 25 
ein Mittel (300) zum Empfangen der Kennung vom 
Telefon (170) entsprechend einer ausgewahlten 
Datendatei; ein Mittel (310) zum Abrufen der aus- 
gewahlten Datendatei vom Rechnernetzwerk 
(100); und ein Mittel (320) zum Schreiben von Da- 30 
ten aus der ausgewahlten Datendatei in die zuge- 
wiesene Videotextseite. 

2. System nach Anspruch 1 t das ein Mittel (300) zum 
Senden einer Nachricht, welche die zugewiesene 35 
Videotextseite kennzeichnet, zum Telefon umfasst. 

3. System nach Anspruch 2, das ein Mittel (31 0) zum 
Erzeugen aufeinanderfolgender Menus von Daten- 
dateien als Reaktion auf nacheinander uber das Te- *o 
lefon (170>empfangene Kennungen umfasst. 

4. System nach einem der vorangehenden AnsprO- 
che, das ein Mittel (300) zum Freigeben der zuge- 
wiesenen Videotextseite zum erneuten zuweisen 45 
als Reaktion auf das Beenden des Telefonanrufs 
umfasst. 

5. System nach einem der vorangehenden Ansprti- 
che, bei dem jede Datendatei eine Intemetseite um- 50 
fasst. 

6. System nach einem der vorangehenden AnsprO- 
che, bei dem das Mittel (300) zum Empfangen eines 
Anrufs und das Mittel (300) zum Empfangen einer 55 
Kennung auf ein Tonwahlsignal ansprechen. 

7. System nach einem der Anspruche vor Anspruch 6, 
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bei dem sowohl das Mittel (300) zum Empfangen 
eines Anrufs als auch das Mittel (300) zum Empfan- 
gen einer Kennung ein Teilsystem zur Spracherken- 
nung umfassen. 

8. System nach einem der vorangehenden AnsprO- 
che, das ein Mittel (300) zum Erkennen umfasst, ob 
eine Videotextseite fur einen ankommenden Anruf 
zum Zuweisen bereitsteht, und falls keine Video- 
textseiten zum Zuweisen bereitstehen, den ankom- 
menden Anruf zurQckzugeben, wenn eine Video- 
textseite zum erneuten Zuweisen freigegeben wird. 

9. System nach einem der vorangehenden AnsprO- 
che, das ein Mittel (300) zum Senden einer 
Fax-Nachricht umfasst, welche Daten aus der aus- 
gewahlten Datendatei enthalt. 

10. Verfahren zum Zugreifen auf Datendateien in ei- 
nem Rechnernetzwerk, wobei das Verfahren Fol- 
gendes umfasst: 

Empfangen eines Anrufs von einem Telefon; 
Zuweisen einer Videotextseite in einem Rund- 
sende-Fernsehsignal als Reaktion auf den An- 
ruf; Schreiben von Daten in die zugewiesene 
Videotextseite; gekennzeichnet durch das Er- 
zeugen eines MenOs von uber das Rechner- 
netz zur VerfOgung stehenden Datendateien, 
wobei jede Datendatei eine andere in dem Me- 
nO festgelegte Kennung hat; Schreiben des 
MenOs in die zugewiesene Videotextseite; 
Empfangen der Kennung vom Telefon entspre- 
chend einer ausgewahlten Datendatei; Abrufen 
der ausgewahlten Datendatei vom Rechner- 
netzwerk; und Schreiben von Daten aus der 
ausgewahlten Datendatei in die zugewiesene 
Videotextseite. 

11. Verfahren nach Anspruch 11, welches das Senden 
einer Nachricht zum Telefon umfasst, die das zu- 
weisen der Videotextseite kennzeichnet. 

12. Server-Rechnersystem (140) zum Zugreifen auf 
Datendateien in einem Rechnernetzwerk (100), wo- 
bei das System Folgendes umfasst: eine Anrufbe- 
handlungsroutine (300) zum Empfangen eines An- 
rufs von einem Telefon (170) und zum Zuweisen ei- 
ner Videotextseite in einem Rundsende-Fernsehsi- 
gnal als Reaktion auf den Anruf; eine Suchroutine 
(310) zum Zugreifen auf eine Oder mehrere Daten- 
dateien aus einem Netzwerk (100); einen Seiten- 
umsetzer (320), der zum Schreiben von Daten aus 
der ausgewahlten Datendatei in die zugewiesene 
Videotextseite geeignet ist; 

da durch gekennzeichnet, dass die Suchroutine 
(310) geeignet ist, ein MenO von Datendateien zu 
erzeugen, welche Ober das Rechnernetzwerk zur 
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Verfugung stehen, wobei jede Datendatei eine an- 
dere durch das Menu festgelegte Kennung hat; 
dass der Seitenumsetzer (320) geeignet ist, das 
Menu in die zugewiesene Videotextseite zu schrei- 
ben; dass die Anrufbehandlungsroutine (300) ge- 
eignet ist, die einer ausgewahlten Datendatei ent- 
sprechende Kennung vom Telefon (170) zu emp- 
fangen; dass die Suchroutine (310) geeignet ist, die 
ausgewShlte Datendatei vom Netzwerk abzurufen; 
und dass der Seitenumsetzer (320) geeignet ist, 
Daten aus der ausgewahlten Datendatei in die zu- 
gewiesene Videotextseite zu schreiben. 

13. Server nach Anspruch 14, bei dem die Anrufbe- 
handlungsroutine so beschaffen ist, dass sie eine 
Nachricht zum Telefon sendet, welche die Zuwei- 
sung der videotextseite kennzeichnet. 



Revendications 

1. Systeme destine a acceder a des fichiers de don- 
nees dans un reseau informatique, le systeme 
comprenant : un moyen (300) destine a recevoir un 
appel depuis un telephone (170), un moyen (300) 
destin6 a allouer une page de teletexte dans un si- 
gnal de television en reponse a I'appel, un moyen 
(320) destine a ecrire des donnees sur la page de 
t6letexte allou6e, 

caracterise par un moyen (310) destin6 a la gene- 
ration d'un menu de fichiers de donnees disponible 
par rintermediaire du reseau informatique (100), 
chaque fichier de donnees ayant un identificateur 
different specifie dans le menu, un moyen (320) 
destin6 a ecrire le menu sur la page de teletexte 
allouee, un moyen (300) destine a recevoir I'identi- 
ficateur correspondant a un fichier de donnees se- 
lectionn6 a partir du telephone (170), un moyen 
(310) destine a recuperer le fichier de donnees se- 
lectionne a partir du reseau informatique (100), et 
un moyen (320) destine a ecrire des donnees a par- 
tir du fichier de donnees selectionne sur la page de 
teletexte allouee. 

2. Systeme selon la revendication 1 , comprenant un 
moyen (300) destine a envoyer un message identi- 
fiant la page de teletexte allouee au tel6phone. 

3. Systeme selon la revendication 2, comprenant un 
moyen (310) destine a generer des menus succes- 
sifs de fichiers de donnees en reponse a des selec- 
tions successives regues par rintermediaire du te- 
lephone (170). 

4. Systeme selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, comprenant un moyen (300) 
destine a liberer la page de teletexte allouee en vue 
d'une reallocation en reponse a un arret de I'appel 



telephonique. 

5. Systeme selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel chaque fichier de 

5 donnees comprend une page du reseau World Wi- 
de Web. 

6. Systeme selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, dans lequel le moyen de recep- 

to tion d'appel (300) et le moyen de reception d'iden- 
tificateur (300) sont sensibles a un signal de nume- 
rotation par tonal ites. 

7. Systeme selon une revendication quelconque pr6- 
15 cedant la revendication 6, dans lequel le moyen de 

reception d'appel (300) et le moyen de reception 
d*identificateur(300)comprennent chacun un sous- 
systeme de reconnaissance vocale. 

20 8. Systeme selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
tions precedentes, comprenant un moyen (300) 
destine a detectersi une page de teletexte est dis- 
ponible en vue d'une allocation a un appel entrant 
et, dans le cas ou aucune page de teletexte n'est 
25 disponible pour une allocation, renvoyer I'appel en- 
trant lorsqu'une page de teletexte est liberee en vue 
d'une reallocation. 

9. Systeme selon Tune quelconque des revendica- 
30 tions precedentes. comprenant un moyen (300) 
destine a envoyer un message de fac-simile conte- 
nant des donnees a partir du fichier de donnees se- 
lectionne. 

35 10. Procede destine a acceder a des fichiers de don- 
nees dans un reseau informatique, le procede 
comprenant : recevoir un appel d'un telephone, al- 
louer une page de teletexte dans un signal de tele- 
vision telediffuse en reponse a I'appel, ecrire des 
40 donnees sur la page de teletexte allouee, 

caracterise par la generation d'un menu de fichiers 
de donnees disponible par rintermediaire du reseau 
informatique, chaque fichier de donnees ayant un 
identificateur different specifie dans le menu, ecrire 
^5 le menu sur la page de teletexte allouee, recevoir 
I'identificateur correspondant au fichier de donnees 
selectionne depuis le telephone, recuperer le fichier 
de donnees selectionne a partir du reseau informa- 
tique, et ecrire des donnees a partir du fichier de 
50 donnees selectionne sur ta page de teletexte al- 
louee. 

11. Procede selon la revendication 11, comprenant 
renvoi d'un message identifiant ('allocation de la pa- 
ss ge de teletexte au telephone. 

12. Systeme informatique serveur (140) destine a ac- 
ceder a des fichiers de donnees dans un reseau in- 
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formalique (100), le systeme comprenant : un ges- 
tionnaire d'appels (300) destine a recevoir un appel 
d'un telephone (170) et a allouer une page de tele- 
texte dans un signal de television telediffuse en r6- 
ponse a I'appel, un explorateur (310) destine a ac- 5 
ceder a un ou plusieurs fichiers de donnees a partir 
du reseau (100), un convertisseur de page (320) 
destine a ecrire des donnees sur la page de tele- 
texte allouee, 

caracterise en ce que Texplorateur (310) est concu 10 
pour generer un menu de fichiers de donnees dis- 
ponible par I'intermediaire du reseau informatique, 
chaque fichier de donnees ayant un identificateur 
different specific dans le menu, le convertisseur de 
page (320) est concu pour ecrire le menu sur la pa- *5 
ge de teletexte allouee, le gestionnaire d'appels 
(300) est concu pour recevoir I'identificateur corres- 
pondant a un fichier de donnees selectionne depuis 
le telephone (170), Texplorateur (310) est concu 
pour recuperer le fichier de donnees selectionne a 20 
partir du reseau, et le convertisseur de page (320) 
est concu pour ecrire des donnees a partir du fichier 
de donnees selectionne sur la page de teletexte al- 
louee. 

25 

13. Serveur selon la revendication 14, dans lequel le 
gestionnaire d'appels (300) est con?u pour envoyer 
un message identifiant ('allocation d'une page de te- 
letexte au telephone (170). 
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